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founders, the One Big Union within a few years shrank in
membership, grew conservative, and exerted no significant
influence. Its emphasis on class struggle signally failed to
appeal to the bulk of Canadian workers.
The most revolutionary force in Canadian labour in
the twenty years between the wars (1919-39) was the
Communist party, which emerged from small Marxist
groups, formed by European immigrants prior to 1914.
It arose early in the twenties as the Workers' Party, with
a membership mainly of foreign extraction, especially
Ukrainians and Finns. But increasingly it enrolled Canadians
of British descent, to whom the leadership duly passed*
In 1931 its legality was successfully attacked in the courts,
and its principal leaders were imprisoned for more than
two years, a fact which probably increased rather than
diminished its prestige among the rank and file. During
the thirties the party grew in vitality and activity, shrewdly
exploited social discontent in the years of depression, sought
with varying success to elect members into strategic offices
in trade unions and municipal government, and endeavoured
to discredit the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation
and its methods of reformism, although such hostility was
modified when the Third International encouraged a United
Front. With like tactics, the Communists in Canada have
played much the same role as their namesakes in other
English-speaking countries. Their influence has perhaps
been relatively greater than in Great Britain and Australia
because they have not had to face a unified and powerful
labour movement, capable of spurning their interference
and blocking their efforts.